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neighbbourhood and estate recycling
centres across the borough.

Climbing the

66

years ago,
Croydon had
one of the worst
rates in London,
it has leapt from
16% to 28% of all
household
waste being
kept out of
landfill sites.

John Bownas finds that, with recycling figures steadily improving, Croydon is upping its game

still further with a view to hitting the target of 30% by the end of next year.

The council loves to

say “thank you” to its
residents — and because so
many people are becoming
such keen recyclers they
now have a real reason to
do so.

Three years ago,
Croydon had one of the
worst rates in London,
but since then it has leapt
from 16% to 28% of all
household waste being
kept out of landfill sites.

That’s a fantastic
achievement, and it
proves that the residents
of Croydon really do care
about their environment.

And, showing that the
council practices what it
preaches, when a local
newspaper reporter lifted
the lid on the recycling
boss’s own wheeled refuse
bin, it was found that he
was doing everything by
the book.

While the council
is clear that it doesn’t
condone bin-snooping,
that particular revelation
was welcome as it further
raised the profile of the
importance of good
recycling habits.

Of course, a press story
did later pick up Croydon

for apparently looking just
a bit too closely into some
of its residents’ recycling
boxes when doing a
survey of selected streets
to see how many people
were using the service.

Rather than just noting
which homes had put
boxes out, council workers
also took a quick look
inside some of them, as,
with the lids on, it wasn’t
obvious that the boxes
were actually in use.

But, as far as the
council’s bosses are
concerned, even that
minor infringement

Neighbourhood recycling centres: new bins and new signage ¢

Addiscombe resident Madeleine
Sales is a regular recycler and
welcomes the council’s service

improvements: “Without the boxes
my bin would be full — and | know
it’s great for the environment, t00.”
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125,000
recycl

shouldn’t have happened
and they have given

properties now have access to the
green garden waste collection service.

ing hill

In addition to these improvements, the
council intends in 2009/2010 to:

Over the course of the past two years
Croydon Council has:

assurances it won't again.
Cabinet member Phil
Thomas spelt it out: “As
far as I'm concerned,
recycling is a service that
we want to help people
use as fully as possible.
“The last thing we
want to do is alienate
people by having them
think we’re in any way
invading their privacy.
“Croydon is fortunate
to employ a lot of staff
who feel passionately
about recycling — but, more
importantly, the borough is
blessed with residents who
are increasingly showing
that they also care just
as much.”

¢ extended the twin
box recycling service
from 48,000 to
125,000 properties;

e extended the
seasonal kerbside
green garden waste
collection service
from 48,000 to
125,000 properties;

¢ introduced recycling
bins to residents,
across the borough,
living in blocks
of flats;

* renewed all recycling
bins and introduced
new signage at
neighbourhood
recycling centres;

¢ upgraded each of
the borough’s three
household reuse and
recycling centres;

® extended the range
of recyclables that
can now be accepted
at the borough’s
household reuse and
recycling centres;

¢ let a new contract
for the management
of the three centres,
resulting in an
increase in the
amount of waste
recycled at each
facility;

e promoted the
commercial waste
recycling service.

REDUC

m

e complete the final
phase of offering
residents living in
blocks of flats access
to recycling bins;

e extend the number
of weeks that the
seasonal green
garden waste will
operate;

¢ increase the number
of clear garden-
waste sacks from
two to a maximum
of six for each
fortnightly collection;

e continue to explore
options to expand
the range of
recyclables accepted
at the reuse and
recycling centres;

e expand the
commercial recycling
service, including
a new co-mingled
collection service,
initially for schools;

e work toward
achieving a 30%
recycling rate by
March 2010.

A long way from home

Able to withstand the harshness of a British winter, these exotic visitors were found in a Croydon park.

They may look like your
average garden snail,
but these two are big
enough to raise the
eyebrow of anybody
happening across them,
for they are a pair of
giant African land snails.
They were found
recently by countryside
rangers in South Norwood
Country Park. Luckily,
the rangers weren’t
too astonished by their
appearance, and handed
them over to the council’s
community partnership
officer, Meike Weiser.
Known to grow to
the size of a man’s fist,
achatina fulica (as their
mothers may know them)
is able to survive in
Britain’s climate despite
its more exotic origins.

Meike said: “The
species originates from
East Africa, and might
grow to a shell length of
up to eight inches (20cm)
and a fully extended
length of one foot (30cm),
although the shells of
our pair were only about
four inches long.

“The recent cold
snap probably didn’t
bother them too much
as they can even survive
snow by aestivating,
which is a similar
state to hibernation.

“They’re common as
classroom pets, as they’re
easy to keep — they’ll feed
on all types of soft fruit,
salad and cucumber.”

Giant African land
snails are prolific breeders
and can produce as many

as 1,200 eggs every year,
and, because of that, it is
illegal to release them or
their eggs into the wild.
If established in the
wild they could cause
extensive damage to
agricultural crops and
would have an impact
on local wildlife. In the
US it is illegal to own
them or introduce the
species into the country.
Our pair are now
flourishing in their new
home in Thornton Heath,
where they have taken
residence in an old baby
bath until a suitable
tank can be found.
Latest reports are
that the two cats and
dog in residence have
adjusted well to the
new houseguests.

Break for freedom: visitors found in South Norwood Country Park
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Now is the time that you should be
giving serious thought about which
school you’d like your child to attend.

A very Important decision

If your child was born between 1 September 2005 and 31 August 2006, or is due to start Year 6 in September,
you will soon need to make important decisions about their school.

Whether it’s your child’s
first day of education, or
the step up from primary
to secondary, the decision
of where to send them can
be worrying.

Croydon Council does
all it can to smooth the
process, and now is the
time that you should be
giving serious thought
about which school you'd
like your child to attend.

From September, the
Primary Schools Brochure
will be available from
local primary schools.

Your child’s primary
school will send you the

Secondary Schools
Brochure; both are also
available online at www.
croydon.gov.uk

Applications for
primary schools can be
made from 14 September,
and for secondary
applications from 7
September.

To see the application
criteria for 2010, visit
www.croydon.gov.uk

If you wish to object to
any of the criteria you can
write to the Office of the
Schools Adjudicator until
31 July.

An adjudicator will

consider your comments
and let you know of the
decision.

You can find out about
local schools by obtaining
a prospectus or visiting
the school’s website, but
actually attendance of the
school’s open day/evening
will give you first-hand
knowledge.

Complete either a
paper application form or
an online application at
www.croydon.gov.uk/
admissions

To apply online, all you
need is an email address
and a computer that has

an internet connection.
Staff at your local
children’s library will also
be able to help you.

Voluntary-aided or
foundation schools may
require a supplementary
form, which must be
completed and returned
to the school by the
closing date for
applications.

School places are
allocated according to
admissions criteria, so be
realistic about the schools
you apply for. If you can’t
meet the criteria, you're
not likely to get a place.

You can select up to
four primary schools in
Croydon for the primary
reception class; and up to
six secondary schools can
be chosen for children
aged 11 or over.

Selecting more schools
will improve your chances
of getting an offer at one
you prefer.

Selecting only one will
limit your chances, and
putting the same school
more than once will not
raise your chances.

It is wise to select at
least one school in which
you are likely to qualify
for a place, even if that
school is not your first or
second choice.

List the schools in the
order you prefer them.

You MUST apply even
if you already have a child
attending your preferred
school.

You MUST apply for
primary school even if
your child attends the
attached nursery.

If you are applying for
a secondary school
outside of Croydon you
must include this school
on your Croydon
application form; however
applications for primary
schools outside of
Croydon must be made to
that borough directly or
online.

The deadline for
primary applications is
4 December 2009;
secondary applications
must be lodged by
23 October 2009.

If you miss the
deadline, you will have to
wait for all places to be
offered before your
application is considered,
and you could be left very
disappointed.

For information or
advice, contact the
council’s choice adviser by
calling 0845 1111100 or
by sending an email
to child.care@croydon.
gov.uk
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10,996

children hurt and seriously injured
on Britain’s roads in 2007.
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Stepping out for safety

Oval Primary School has four new junior road safety officers who are on a mission to make sure their fellow

pupils know how to stay street safe — and they found time to give Helen Parrott a few pointers.

Jessica Whitehurst and
Mia Middleditch, both 10,
and nine-year-olds André
Hertczeg and Blake Payne
have been picked to be in
charge of road safety at
their school after
impressing head teacher
Kate Toope with their
ideas and enthusiasm.

They’ve just finished
their first assembly,
inviting Your Croydon
along to watch them
explain to a captive
audience how to cross the
road safely.

Afterwards, they tell
me that over the next year
they plan to make sure
their class mates get the
message by giving
monthly assemblies, going
into classrooms and
running exciting
competitions.

They even hope to set
up their own school
newspaper.

Mia explains: “Road
safety is an important
issue; without it, the
chances of being run over
are dramatically
increased.

“Many UK primary
schools are participating
in a scheme called Junior
Road Safety Officers to
make children, as well as
adults, more aware of the
consequences of not using
road safety and the
benefits of using it.”

Jessica says that
hundreds of schools
across the capital are
involved in the JRSO
scheme, which gives
pupils an active role in
road safety education and
the chance to get serious
messages across in a
fun way.

And the message is,
indeed, serious. In 2007,
73 children were killed,
2,043 seriously injured
and 8,513 hurt on
Britain’s roads.

Punching home the message - Jessica, Blake, Mia and André, helped by Tanya Marshall

“It’s a very big issue”
Mia says. “You hear all
the time about kids
getting knocked down
by cars.

“If you're a short
person and you go out on

He says: “The Green
Cross Code is something
really important when we
cross the road, and I've
learnt what’s good and
not that good about roads
in Croydon.

In 2007, 73 children were killed,
2,043 seriously injured and
8,513 hurt on Britain’s roads

your own, and there’s a
big jeep or lorry coming,
they won’t be able to see
you and that’s how
accidents happen.”

Blake thinks the most
important thing that they
can do as JRSOs is to tell
people about the Green
Cross Code.

“The bad is that
sometimes drivers go
through red lights instead
of waiting for green lights
so it’s important to make
sure they stop before you
cross.”

André agrees but says
it’s not just at pelican
crossings that people need

to be careful. “Drivers
drive past even when
you're on a zebra crossing.

“If you get to the
crossing you can’t leave it
to chance that you’ll be
safe — you still need to use
the Green Cross Code.”

Mia also advises that
pedestrians can help
themselves by wearing
bright clothing,
particularly when it’s
dark, as drivers might be
tired and may not easily
spot them, and by not
using any items that may
be a distraction, such as
mp3 players.

Jessica adds: “I think
road safety is also about
being responsible on the
road, as well as knowing
how to cross the road.”

And they recognise
that it’s not just children
that need to be street
safe.

Jessica says: “You still
have to think about the
Green Cross Code and
about others safety as
well as your own — even
when you're with an
adult.”

And André nods in
agreement when Tanya
Marshall, the school’s
lollipop lady, says parents
should learn how to cross
the road, too.

Laughing, he adds:
“But you still can’t stop
everyone because some
people don’t listen. I have
to tell my mum every
single time to stop going
between the cars!”

66

Pedestrians
can help
themselves

by wearing
bright clothing,
particularly
when it’s dark.

2

Green Cross
Code

When you walk

to school, to your
friend’s house or
anywhere at all, you
must follow six simple
steps before crossing
the road.

These handy rules
are called the
Green Cross Code

1. First, find a safe
place to cross
the road

2. Stand on the
pavement, near
the kerb

3. Look and listen for
traffic and think
about what you're
doing

4. Wait until it’s safe
to cross. If you're
unsure, don’t cross

5. Keep looking and
listening as you
cross the road

6. Walk straight

across the road —
don’t run
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Workshops went alongside a football tournament
bringing together young people from all over the
borough, with a view to breaking down barriers.

Cutting out knife crime

Selhurst Park door swings open to welcome youngsters keen to turn their backs on youth violence.

660

workshops
emphasised the
notion that, with
rights, come
responsibilities
and that we

are all fully
responsible for
our attitudes
and behaviour.

2

Julian Speroni
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In addition to the
showpiece charity match
staged at Selhurst Park
recently, the Crystal
Palace Community Sports
Trust’s “Give the Red Card
to Knife Crime” campaign
has been helping
youngsters through
successful workshops.

The “Red Card”
initiative is a partnership
between the trust,
Crystal Palace FC,
Croydon Council and
the Metropolitan Police,
and was developed in
response to the growing
concern shared by the
partners around the
escalating problem of
knife crime locally.

The rationale for the
initiative was to assist in
reducing the incidents
involving youth-enabled
crime and knives in
Croydon, and providing
Croydon youngsters
with the facts and
information regarding
the consequences
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of their actions.

As part of the work
being delivered by the
trust, its coaches were
already involved in
delivering workshops
locally about the dangers
of the growing knife
culture in Croydon.

The day’s sessions
took in workshops
educating the participants
in the reality of knives
and violence, and
the consequences
inherent in these.

The workshops went
alongside a football
tournament bringing
together young people
from all over the
borough, with a view to
breaking down barriers.

The success of the
“Give the Red Card to
Knife Crime” programme
was built upon the huge
draw of football and the
unique position Crystal
Palace Community Sports
Trust holds within the
local community.
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In attendance at
all workshops and
tournaments were
a number of Palace
first-team players,
including Shaun Derry
and Clint Hill.

Another first-teamer,
Julian Speroni, said:
“This is a great project
which is clearly targeting
a local concern.

“The club’s support
shows how seriously
we view the problems
of knife crime.

“The workshop today
was very powerful and
really brought home
the risks associated
with being involved
with knife crime.”

Both workshops
emphasised the notion
that, with rights, come
responsibilities and
that we are all fully
responsible for our
attitudes and behaviour.

A great deal of
discussion around
decision making took

| "o |
CROYDON
COUNCIL

s Croydog

place with no excuses
being allowed.

The combination of
workshops and football
tournament to let off
steam and safely bring
together young people

F

from what they may have
formerly considered to
be opposing postcodes, is
incredibly powerful and
serves to begin a vital
process of change within
these young people.

Sudoku

5| 6 3
7125 1

3 8
5 6 |9 8
91 4 211 5

3 4

5| 618 2 7

8|9 1

3 118 9

The solution is on page 27.



Work experience has taught me that you get
nothing done without communication and
teamwork — teamwork’s really important.

Hopeton Rose

Students sample the world of work

In times past, work experience might have been seen, by employers and students alike, as something of an
imposition - things, though, have changed.

Jack Allen at Stubbs Mead: “It’s all about encouraging people to be greener.”

Work experience is
an important facet
of education.

Knowing what to
expect in the workplace,
where most students will
spend the following five
decades of their lives, is
a good way to provide
the motivation they need
to stick to their studies.

Placements are
organised by Croydon
Education Business
Partnership on behalf
of secondary schools
across the borough,
and they include
opportunities to work
with Croydon Council,
one of the borough’s
largest employers.

Recently, Year 10
students from Selsdon
High School have been
getting to grips with
the work in some of
the council’s many
departments, and both

sides have been favourably
impressed with each other.

What the students said

Lilian Arnold spent time
at the council’s Taberner
House headquarters
and its training centre
at Heathfield, in South
Croydon, as part of a
placement with the human
resources department.
She said: “The
experience has motivated
me to achieve a degree
in psychology.”

What the council said

Janice Joannou, head of
organisational development,
said: “I was very impressed
with the calibre of the
Selsdon High students. It
was great to watch them
grow in confidence.

“I would absolutely
recommend employer
engagement to other
organisations.”

Adam Day, of human
resources, said: “There
have been so many
positive comments. The
business performance
unit has never had a
work experience student
before - this has been
the most successful
placement of all.”

Judy Pevan, from the
department for adult
services and housing
(Dash), said: “I'd certainly
take another student.
They have amazing
IT skills — one made
lots of appointments
with clients for us, and
used the Google map
to work out the most
efficient visiting order.”

What each said
about the other

Alan Hiscutt, a supporting-
people manager for

Dash, said: “I'd definitely
take another work

Hopeton Rose (right), with Alan Hiscutt: “This has made me feel much more confident.”

experience student.

“They get an invaluable
understanding of the real
world - it’s a great way to
build their self-confidence
and independence.

“We all liked
Hopeton — he was a
joy to have around.”

Hopeton Rose, Alan’s
student, enjoyed being
placed with Dash. He
said: “I've been answering
the telephone - this
has made me feel much
more confident.

“Work experience has
taught me that you get
nothing done without
communication and
teamwork — teamwork’s
really important.”

Jack Allen spent
his work experience at
Stubbs Mead recycling
depot, in Waddon.

He said: “I thought
it'd be dirty work, but
I've discovered it’s all

about getting feedback
from customers and
encouraging people

to be greener.

“I enjoyed myself.
The days went really
quickly — they’re more
exciting than school days.

“Being treated as an
adult is really good.”

Julie Daubeney,
depot manager at Stubbs
Mead, said: “At first, there
was slight resistance to
having a student here,
but after working with
Jack we’d definitely
take another one.”

CEBP would like
to hear from schools
and employers in the
Croydon area who wish
to take advantage of
the benefits of work
experience placements.

Please call Tony
Slonecki, partnership
manager, on
020 8395 3311.

I’d
certainly take
another student.
They have
amazing IT skills
— one made lots
of appointments
with clients for
us, and used
the Google map
to work out the
most efficient
visiting order.
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The EDC has been set up by the borough’s economic development
partnership to lead the implementation of Croydon’s ambitions and
far-reaching economic development strategy.
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No business like new business

Major appointments announced at new company leading borough’s commercial thrust.

‘C Barry

and Tony are
delighted by
the prospect
of working
together in the
new company
to improve
the borough’s
economy.

2

Croydon’s new economic
development company
(EDC) has got off to an
encouraging start with
the appointment of two
highly experienced and
committed business
people to lead the newly
launched organisation.

Joining as chief
executive is Tony Kildare,
currently a director of
Ernst and Young and
previously chief executive
of South Yorkshire’s
EDC, Renaissance.

He has also held
leading roles with
the East Midlands
Development Agency
and Scottish Enterprise
and his professional
background covers

Tony Kildare

tourism, leisure,
entertainment,
manufacturing and
financial services.
Appointed chairman
is Barry Rourke, who has
substantial boardroom
experience and broad
business and industry

Barry Rourke

knowledge, particularly
in the construction,
engineering and natural
resources sector.

He is a board member
of Columbus Corp, a New
York-based acquisitions
company, and chairs
the audit committee

for the Department for
Business, Enterprise and
Regulatory Reform.

He was a partner at
professional services firm
PricewaterhouseCoopers
for 17 years and is a
former chair of the
Threshold Housing
Association.

Both Barry, who
lives in Purley, and
Tony are delighted by
the prospect of working
together in the new
company to improve the
borough’s economy.

The EDC, which
receives public and
private sector funding,
will transform how
Croydon goes about
promoting itself and will

provide a single voice

to lobby for investment
and growth, particularly
important in the current
economic climate.

It has been set up by
the borough’s economic
development partnership
as a not-for-profit limited
company to build on
successful partnerships
between the public,
voluntary and business
communities, and lead
the implementation of
Croydon’s ambitions and
far-reaching economic
development strategy.

Look out for profiles
on both newcomers
to Croydon’s business
scene in the next issue
of Your Croydon.

DIY Den

Hardware shop
opens in central
Croydon.

Last month’s edition of
Your Croydon carried

the story of Tish Warbey
and how, in the face of
economic recession, she
had used her years of
retail experience to launch
her own business.

Unfortunately, in the
transition from computer
screen to printed page,
the details of Trish’s
enterprise went missing
from the article.

So, if you're in town
and in need of some
counter-sunk screws, a
new broom, replacement
curtain track or any
number of hardware
goods, pop in to see Trish
and her staff at DIY Den
in St George’s Walk.

Little stars, big success

Two enterprising women show that it is possible to start a successful business in the face
of a hostile economic climate.

Banks crash, pensions
shrink and gloom abounds
— but go no further than
Little Stars Childcare in
New Addington for proof
that a new business can
grow and prosper in spite
of the current economic
downturn.

Proprietors Samantha
Coelho, 32, and Collette
Singers, 29, set up their
first pre-school in New
Addington for children
aged over two in May
2007, and were soon full
to bursting.

Collette said: “Demand
has been so great that
we’ve had to turn away
many disappointed
parents until a space
becomes available.”

A lot has happened
to their business in the
past year. Following
their association with
the Croydon Enterprise
programme, Little Stars
acquired a new sign
for the business, and

benefited from a visit
by the crime prevention
officer who gave them
security advice for the
premises.

Their involvement with
Croydon Enterprise also
led Samantha and Collette
to the New Addington
Croydon Adult Learning
and Training (Calat)
Centre, and its proposed
childcare facilities.

Showing excellent
business acumen, the
girls met with Rose-

Marie Best, head of
service and support at
Calat, to discuss the
possibility of running the
childcare centre, and, last
September, Little Stars
‘mach two’ was created.

Samantha and Collette
are delighted with the
immediate success of their
new business.

Samantha said: “We
accept children aged from
six weeks up to eight years
and we're already full

most days — and, again,
we’ve had to develop a
waiting list.

“We’re proud to say
that we’ve achieved all
this with no advertising.”

In a little over a year,
these hard-working young
women have not only

realised a dream in setting
up their new business,
they have also managed
to increase their turnover
substantially, added seven
employees to their staff,
and thrown in a six-fold
improvement in business
growth for good measure.

Childcare success: Collette Singers and Samantha Coelho

Collette said: “Since
opening in May last year,
our business has expanded
very quickly, and we
currently have a waiting
list at the pre-school.

“It’s been hard work
and extremely stressful,
but definitely worth it.”
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Heathfield Remembered: Jean Thorpe recorded her memories of Heathfield in her
booklet Heathfield Remembered 1925-1965 a copy of which is available to read in
Croydon’s local studies library, on the top floor of the Central Library, in Katharine Street.

The TV spotlight falls on Heathfield House for a new BBC series.

The profile of one of
Croydon’s grandest
estates, Heathfield
House, is set to rise as it
is featured in a BBC TV
series, Shooting the War.

The series, to be
screened on digital
channel BBC4, is based
on amateur film shot in
Britain and Germany
during the Second
World War, and includes
archive film shot by local
businessman and then-
owner of Heathfield,
Raymond Riesco.

Mr Riesco bought the
house and gardens at the
top of Gravel Hill in 1925
and lived there until his
death in 1964, when he
left the estate and house
to the people of Croydon.

His daughter, Jean
Thorpe, was interviewed
for the series, which will
feature footage detailing
her memories of that
time and of living at
Heathfield.

The archive footage
is supplemented by film
shot, in the grounds and
house, for the series by
production company
Available Light.

Heathfield’s history

The Grade II Listed
mansion was built in

the late 18th or early

19th century, and is an
excellent example of a
“Ferme Ornée” (French for
ornamental farm).

Its garden has a
working farm included in
the overall design, which
is itself planted with
ornamental hedgerows.

The name Heathfield
first appears in an 1837
tithe assessment for the
parish of Addington, but it
is thought the house dates
from around 1815.

In the 1840s the estate
was sold to Thomas
Walters, then, in 1872,
to Charles Goschen who
added it to his Ballards
estate. He leased it to his
brother Henry, one of the
last serving members of
the East India Company.

A former Mayor of
Croydon, Alderman
Howard Houlder, bought
the house in 1919, but
was forced to sell it
through bankruptcy. A Mr
Costain then bought it,
but never lived there, so

Heathfield House: left to Croydon Council after the death of Raymond Riesco

Heathfield was in some
disrepair when Mr Riesco
bought it around 1925.
He agreed that
Croydon Council would
take over the estate after
his death and display his
magnificent collection of
pottery. The collection
of Chinese ceramics
now occupies a gallery
in Croydon Clocktower,
which is open from
1lam to 5pm, Monday to
Saturday.
Heathfield House
is currently used as a

training centre, with the
farm leased to a local
farmer and the woodland
managed by the London
Wildlife Trust.

Since the storms of
1987 and 1990, which
caused the loss of 200
trees in the 18-acre
garden, the council’s parks
department has been
carrying out an extensive
restoration programme.

As Your Croydon went
to print, no broadcast date
for Shooting the War had
been finalised.

Raymond Riesco’s

first collection was of
postage stamps, but he
refocused his attention
on to Chinese ceramics
around the time of the
Second World War.

He did not travel
to China personally,
buying most of the
ceramics through art
dealer and friend,
Edgar Bluett.

During the war,
Riesco wrapped many
of the ceramics in
newspaper and buried
them in his garden to
prevent their being
damaged.

One of the first
items in the collection
was a figure of a
horse. When it arrived
his children were
disappointed that it

The Riesco Collection

did not have a tail, so
he cut some hair from
his own horse, Taffy, to
create one.

The Riesco
Collection consists of
230 items, dating from
the pre-Tang dynasty
to the Qing dynasty
(2500BC to the 18th
century). The collection
includes 180 porcelain
items, 30 pieces of
Chinese stoneware
and 20 pieces of
earthenware, featuring
mainly vessels and
figures of the highest
quality.

Riesco kept careful
records of his collection,
but had a relaxed
attitude to damage
and breakages, placing
emphasis on beauty and
rarity.

Copies of photographs by Jean Thorpe held by Croydon Local Studies Library and Archives Service
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A celebration of

Tudor Croydon

In 1509 Henry VIII became king.

To celebrate the 500th anniversary of this historic event,
Croydon Council is supporting the Hidden Treasures of
the Mary Rose exhibition, at Whitgift Conference Centre,
running until 7 August 2009.

In tandem with the exhibition, the council is running a
season of Tudor-inspired events, taking place at Croydon
Clocktower and in local libraries.

All of these events are FREE and are suitable for a range
of audiences and interests.

Full details of the exhibition and all events can be found
in a brochure available at borough libraries and by
visiting www.museumofcroydon.com

Among the season’s highlights are:

Tudor Family Day

Saturday 30 May, 11am to 3pm, free. Play the lute,
make your own jester bauble, and learn to be a fool at
our Tudor Family Day. The Queen’s Gardens, Katharine
Street, Croydon. (In the event of bad weather, the day’s
events will be held in Croydon Clocktower,

Katharine Street. Children under 12 must be
accompanied by a parent or carer.

Museum Talks

All talks take place in the activities room on the ground
floor of Croydon Clocktower, running from 2.30 to 4pm.
All are free and booking is advised to ensure a place,
call 020 8253 1030.

* Tudor connections in Croydon - Tuesday 5 May.
Local historian Yvonne Walker, takes a look at the
buildings, locations and people with Tudor links to
Croydon.

« John Whitgift and his legacy to Croydon -
Tuesday 2 June. Local historian Sue Turnbull, relates
the life and importance of this controversial Tudor
figure to modern Croydon.

* The Old Palace in Tudor times - Tuesday 7 July.
The chair of the Friends of Old Palace, Barbara Bevan,
looks at the fascinating history of this important
heritage building.

» John Whitgift’s Almshouses - Tuesday 4 August.
Join Ken Woodhams for an illustrated talk on this
important Croydon landmark that has survived since
the reign of Elizabeth I.

Historical Walking Tours

Join our free guided tours highlighting some of the
buildings and locations in Croydon with Tudor
connections. Tours depart at the stated time and last
approximately 90 minutes. They are suitable for people
of moderate fitness. If you have a disability, please advise
us when booking so that we can ensure the tour is
suitable for you. Booking is advised. Call 020 8253
1030.

* Tudor Croydon with Chris Bennett — Thursday 23
April, 10.30am, and Saturday 30 May, 10.30am and
2.30pm. Meet at entrance of Croydon Clocktower,
Katharine Street.

* The Royal Road to Croydon with Brian Lancaster
- Monday 15 June, 7.30pm. Meet at Thornton Heath
Station.

Croydon Clocktower,

Katharine Street, Croydon
ticket office: 020 8253 1030
email: ticketoffice@croydon.gov.uk

text: 07771 837121
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Doubt (15)

Fri 1 & Sat 2, Mon 4
to Thu 7 May

Director: John Patrick
Shanley, 2008

Starring: Meryl Streep,
Philip Seymour Hoffman,
Amy Adams. A progressive
priest attempts to review
the notorious disciplinary
practices of a school

in the Bronx, bringing
him into conflict with
Sister Aloysius (Streep),
who begins a crusade

to reveal the clergyman
as a child molester.

David Leafnr Ci

The Damned United (15)
Fri 1 & Sat 2, Mon 4

to Thu 7 May

Director: Tom Hooper, 2009
Starring: Timothy Spall,
Martin Sheen, Jim Broadbent
The confrontational and
darkly humorous story of
Brian Clough’s doomed
44-day tenure as manager
of Leeds United.

Flame & Citron (15)

Wed 6 May

Director: Ole Madsen, 2008
Starring: Stine Stengade,
Mads Mikkelsen,

Thure Lindhardt.

In Nazi-occupied
Copenhagen 1944,
resistance fighters Flame
(Lindhardt) and Citron
(Mikkelsen) work undercover,
performing acts of sabotage
against Danish informers
until Flame is commanded
to execute his girlfriend
Ketty (Stengade)

In The Loop (15)

Fri 8 & Sat 9, Mon 11
to Thu 14 May

Director: Armando
lannucci, 2009

Starring: Steve Coogan,
James Gandolfini,

Tom Hollander

A razor-sharp political
comedy. A British Secretary
of State (Hollander)
accidentally backs military
action on prime-time TV
and suddenly has a lot of
friends in Washington.

The Boat That Rocked (15)
Fri 8 & Sat 9, Mon 11

to Thu 14 May

Director: Richard Curtis, 2009
Starring Rhys Ifans, Nick
Frost, Bill Nighy, Philip
Seymour Hoffman

A comedy set in the British
pirate radio revolution of

the 1960s. A band of rogue
DJs captivate Britain,

playing the music that
defined a generation, and
stand up to a government
that, incomprehensibly,
prefers jazz.

Che: Part One (15)
Wed 13 & Thu 14 May
Director: Steven Soderbergh
Starring: Benicio del Toro,
Rodrigo Santoro, Demian
Bichir, Catalina Moreno
The first of this two-

part biopic chronicles
how Castro’s initially

tiny army successfully
overthrew Batista’s

corrupt regime in Cuba.

Slumdog Millionaire (15)
Fri 15 & Sat 16, Mon 18
to Thu 21 May

Director: Danny Boyle, 2008
Starring: Anil Kapoor, Irfan,
Khan, Dev Patel, Freida Pinto
Jamal Malik, an 18-year-old
orphan from the slums of
Mumbai, is just one question
away from winning 20 million
rupees on India’s Who Wants
To Be A Millionaire? show.
But how can a “slumdog”
possibly know so much?

Good (15) the

Fri 15 & Sat 16, Mon 18
to Thu 21 May

Director: Vicente

Amorim, 2008

Starring: Viggo Mortensen
Literary professor John
Halder explores his personal
circumstances in a novel
advocating compassionate
euthanasia. Backing for
the book from powerful
political figures leads to
devastating consequences.

nema

Che: Part Two (15)

Wed 20 & Thur 21 May
Director: Steven Soderbergh,
2008. Starring: Benicio

del Toro, Rodrigo Santoro,
Demian Bichir, Catalina
Moreno. The second part
of Soderbergh’s remarkable
portrait of Che Guevara
covers the period to his
capture and death.

Is Anybody There? (12A) thc
Fri 22 & Sat 23, Mon 25
to Thu 28 May

Director: John Crowley, 2008
Starring: Thelma Barlow,
Michael Caine, Linzey
Cocker, Anne-Marie Duff,
Garrick Hagon. The story

of Edward, a young boy
whose parents have turned
their house into a retirement
home. He becomes
increasingly obsessed with
the ghosts and afterlives of
the residents when they die.

Shifty (18) thc

Fri 22 & Sat 23, Mon 25
to Thu 28 May

Director: Eran Creevy, 2008
Starring: Daniel Mays, Riz
Ahmed, Francesca Annis,
Jason Flemying, Nitin
Ganatra. After a lengthy
absence, Chris (Mays) returns
to the area he grew up in
on the outskirts of London
to attend a party, but his
main motive is to catch up
with Shifty (Ahmed), the
best friend he left behind.

Paris 36 (12A)

Wed 27 May

Director: Christophe
Barratier, 2008. Starring:
Gérard Jugnot, Clovis
Cornillac, Kad Merad. Three
unemployed stage workers
decide to occupy the music
hall where they worked

until a few months ago to
produce a “hit show”.

Cheri (15) the

Fri 29 & Sat 30, Mon 1

to Thu 4 June

Director: Stephen Frears,
2009. Starring: Michelle
Pfeiffer, Kathy Bates, Rupert
Friend, Felicity Jones

Set in the luxurious demi-
monde of pre-First World War
Paris, Cheri tells the story of
the love affair between the
beautiful retired courtesan

Lea de Lonval (Pfeiffer) and
Cheri (Friend) — the son of
her old colleague and rival,
Madame Peloux (Bates).

Synecdoche, New

York (15) thc

Fri 29 & Sat 30, Mon 1
to Thu 4 June

Director: Charlie Kaufman,
2008. Starring: Philip
Seymour Hoffman,
Catherine Keener. Theatre
director Caden Cotard
receives a “genius grant”
for his work and moves
his theatre company to a
warehouse in New York
City to embark on an
ambitious on-going project
based on constructing a
simulacrum of his life.

Encounters at the End

of the World (PG) thc
Wed 3 & Thu June
Director: Werner Herzog,
2007. Starring: Ryan Andrew
Evans, Werner Herzog
Scientists living and working
together in Antarctica face
an ongoing battle to keep
body and mind functioning
against extremes of
temperature and isolation.

Children’s and
family films

Jimmy Neutron:

Boy Genius (U)

Sat 2 May

Director: John Davis 2001
Starring: Megan Cavanagh,
Mark Decarlo. The story of
a super-intelligent pre-teen
boy inventor and his faithful
hound, Goddard, who
undertake a daring rescue
mission to battle evil aliens,
save the Earth and return
home in time for dinner.

Happy Feet (U)

Sat 9 May

Director: George Miller, 2006
Starring: Robin Williams,
Nicole Kidman, Hugh
Jackman. A penguin named
Mumble is born without the
ability to sing the romantic
song that will attract his
soul mate, so resorts to
some fancy footwork to

tap dance his way into the
heart of his loved one.
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Fairfield, Park Lane, Croydon CR9 1DG
Box Office 020 8688 9291

Book online at www.fairfield.co.uk
where you can choose your own seats.

A booking fee of £2.25 per ticket may apply
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Details of all Croydon
Council meetings can be
found on the council website
at www.croydon.gov.uk/
meetingsofthecouncil

Fairfield

Buddy - The Buddy

Holly Story

Tuesday 5 to Saturday

9 May; Tue, Wed, & Sat
7.30pm; matinees Wed

& Sat 2.30pm, Fri 5pm

& 8.30pm

The man who changed

the face of popular music
tragically died in a plane
crash 50 years ago, aged
just 22. Buddy tells the story
of the three years in which
he became the world’s top
recording artist.

Tickets: £23.50, £25.50, Wed

Matinee £21.50, Under 16s
£18.50

Paul Merton’s

Silent Clowns

Tuesday 12 May 7pm
Join Paul as he screens
hilarious extracts from the
very best silent comedians.
Buster Keaton’s Steamboat

Bill Junior is shown in full.
(Ages: nine and over).
Tickets: £13.50, £14.50.
Children £9.50

Jools Holland And His
Rhythm & Blues Band
Thursday 14 May 8pm
Featuring Gilson Lavis, Ruby
Turner & Louise Marshall,
plus special guest Dave
Edmunds.

Tickets: £26.50, £28.50

London Mozart

Players Jane Glover’s
Birthday Concert
Saturday 16 May 7.30pm
2009 marks significant
birthdays for both the
LMP and its former artistic
director Jane Glover, who
returns to the orchestra

to conduct two fantastic
Mozart symphonies.
Tickets: £10 - £29.50

Heather Small & Snake
Davis Band

Tuesday 19 May 8pm
Heather performs a mixture
of blues and jazz standards.

Tickets: £26.50, £28.5

The Solid Silver 60s Show
Thursday 21 May 8pm
Featuring the unforgettable
talents of The Searchers,
Merseybeats, Wayne
Fontana and very special
guest John Walker (of the
Walker Brothers).

Tickets: £19.50, £21.50

Royal Philharmonic
Orchestra - Great Piano
Concertos, Beethoven
Wednesday 27 May
7.30pm

Pianist Freddy Kempf joins
the RPO for Beethoven’s
heroic Emperor Concerto.

Tickets: £10 - £29.50

Clocktower

The Factory

Wed 6 May 7.30-8.40pm
Presented by Precarious
Exploring themes such as the
commercialisation of the
female body, the power of
advertising and the
importance of possessions
and fame, this show attempts
to awaken the most
gluttonous consumer to the
true value of life.

£7.50 (£6 concessions)

Arabella Weir - Does My
Bum Look Big in This?

Mon 11 May 7.30-9.00pm
Her readings are very funny,
inclusive, and a great girls’
night out, followed by a Q &A
session and after-show book
signing. £12 (£9 concessions)

Dancing on Your Grave
Wed 13 May 7.30-9.20pm
Presented by The
Cholmondeleys and The
Featherstonehaughs

This all-singing, all-dancing
music hall experience
features music written

and performed onstage by
composer Steve Blake

and ukulele bashing minstrel
Nigel Burch

£7.50 (£6 concessions)

Todd Gordon & Tina May
sing Frank & Ella

Fri 15 May 7.30-9.20pm
Two of Britain’s most
outstanding artists perform a
sincere homage to the
musical genius of Frank
Sinatra and Ella Fitzgerald.

£12 (£9 concessions)

Britain’s Greatest
Monarch Debate

Mon 18 May 7.30-9.00pm
Join us as bestselling

historians Alison Weir, Marc
Morris, David Boyle and Alice
Hogge debate who deserves
the title of Britain’s Greatest
Monarch. £6 (£5 concessions)

London Mozart Players

Fri 22 May 3.30-4.45pm
The LMP Chamber Ensemble
will perform a programme of
delightful works for clarinet,
piano and strings. A fantastic
way to start the bank holiday
weekend! £12

Sudoku solution
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Dates for your diary

Council

Meeting: Monday, 18 May, 6.30pm

To submit a question (maximum number of words: 50) for consideration at a full council
meeting, email it to council.questions@croydon.gov.uk; fax it to 020 8760 5657; print and
complete the form at www.croydon.gov.uk/councilquestion and post it to Questions for the
council, Democratic and legal services, Taberner House, Park Lane, Croydon CR9 3JS; or call

020 8726 6000 extn 63876.

Neighbourhood partnership
Neighbourhood partnership meetings (start at 7.30pm)

Meeting: 12 May

Group: Purley and Kenley

Venue: Christ Church Hall, Brighton Road, Purley

Meeting: 13 May

Venue: BRIT School, 60 The Crescent, Selhurst

Group: South Norwood and Selhurst

Meeting: 20 May

Venue: St John the Divine Church Hall, Upper Selsdon Road

Group: Sanderstead, Croham and Selsdon & Ballards

Meeting: 27 May

Venue: St Mildred’s Centre, Bingham Road, Addiscombe

Group: Addiscombe, Woodside and Ashburton

For information on Neighbourhood Partnerships, visit the website at www.croydononline.org/
neighbourhood_partnerships/, email neighbourhood.partnerships@croydon.gov.uk, write
to Neighbourhood Partnerships, Democratic and legal services, Taberner House, Park Lane,

Croydon CR9 3JS or call 020 8726 6000 extn 62564 or 62811.

Croydon Community Police Consultative Group

Meetings of the Croydon Community Police Consultative Group are held in the Council Chamber
of the Town Hall. All are open to the public and begin at 6.30pm. For further information, go to
www.croydononline.org/ccpcg

Forthcoming meeting dates are: Thursday, 7 May

Details of all Croydon Council meetings can be found on the council website at www.croydon.

gov.uk/meetingsofthecouncil

Contact us

General enquiries
(customer contact
centre)

T: 020 8726 6000.
Opening hours 8am-7pm
(Monday), 8am-6pm
(Tuesday-Friday).
Minicom: 020 8760 5797
E: contact.thecouncil@
croydon.gov.uk

Housing
T:. 020 8726 6100
E: housing@croydon.gov.uk

Environmental reporting
T: 020 8726 6200.

E: contact.thecouncil@
croydon.gov.uk

Registration services

T: 020 8726 6300.

F: 020 8760 5633
register.office@croydon.
gov.uk

Revenues and Benefits
T: 020 8726 7000.

F: 020 8667 8440

E: croyctax@croydon.
gov.uk (council tax)E:
croyhben@croydon.gov.
uk (housing benefit)

Children, youth, families
and schools

T: 020 8726 6400.

F: 020 8633 9441 (only if
making a child referral)

Adult social services
T: 020 8726 6500.

F: 020 8633 9428

E: referral.team2@
croydon.gov.uk

Business advice and
council partners
T: 020 8726 6600.

Life in the community
T: 020 8726 6700.

Planning and building
control

T:020 8726 6800.

F : 020 8760 5406

E: planning.control@
croydon.gov.uk
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